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Student gets
hit by car
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU alumnus Tim Gilbert, a professional Beyonce impersonator, performs as Venus Knight during the drag show hosted by
Housing and Residence Life in Downing Student Union on Saturday. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

DRAG 101

Another injury due to a car accident
has occurred close to WKU.
Goodlettsville, Tennessee freshman
Shawntrice Hammonds was hit by a
car around 10 p.m. on Sunday while
she was walking.
The police report stated the driver of
the car applied his brakes once he saw
her, but couldn’t stop in time to avoid
the collision. Results are pending a
toxicology report, the report said. The
man behind the wheel is 18 years old.
Hammonds was transported to The
Medical Center and then flown to TriStar Skyline Medical Center in Tennesse. She was treated and released by
Monday afternoon.
Lexis Hall, one of the girls walking
with Hammonds, told police Hammonds was not wearing her contacts
and she recalled Hammonds making
comments earlier in the day about being “blind,” according to the report.
This is the fourth pedestrian injured
on or near WKU’s campus since March.

VP for
Alumni
Relations
HRL drag show educates students about culture retiring
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

R

ows of chairs filled Downing Student Union’s third floor room 3024.
Silver stars and red streamers hung
from a black backdrop at the back of the
stage.
Multicolored lights flooded the room,
lighting fragments of faces as people filed
into the space.
About 200 people packed into the room
on Saturday for one reason: a drag show.
The drag show, hosted by Housing and
Somerset junior Jarred Johnson has his hair pinned by Briana
Black before performing as Coal in the drag show hosted by HousResidence Life, boasted performers of
all types and skill sets. Some queens like ing and Residence and Housing Life on Saturday, in Downing
SEE DRAG SHOW PAGE A3

Student Union. Johnson said he was inspired to perform in drag
by watching "RuPaul's Drag Race. " MIKE CLARK/HERALD

BY SHELBY ROGERS

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After five years at WKU, Vice President for Development and Alumni
Relations Kathryn Costello is retiring.
“There is nothing more worthwhile
to work on behalf of than higher education,” she said. “It’s been a great
pleasure for me having ended up in
higher education, even though I didn’t
necessarily plan to end up here my
whole career.”
Originally from Jasper, Georgia,
Costello’s career spans nearly 40 years
of work in philanthropy, and she’s
worked in both private and public institutions.
Costello will retain a role with the
university as a special advisor, helping
President Gary Ransdell in choosing a
successor. She will retain her current
full salary through December 31, 2015,

SEE COSTELLO PAGE A3

Gender conference discusses sexuality, identity
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
“B!****$,” drag performers and
masculine gender identity were
several of the subjects covered
in Housing and Residence Life’s
fifth-annual Gender and Communication Conference.
The conference was headlined
by transgender man and activist
Ryan Sallans. Sallans discussed
his transition process and how
people receive members of the
trans community.
Ethan Sykes, residence hall
director for Pearce Ford Tower,
helped coordinate the conference.
“This year’s theme is the ‘In-

tersectionalities of You,’ and the
basic idea is that you are more
than your gender, you’re a student, you’re a human, you may
even consider yourself a spiritual being,” he said.
The event was largely promoted with fliers and emails
to students and faculty, and 87
students registered for the event
with 75 percent showing up.
Throughout the day, the event
gained 20 walk-ins, Sykes said.
This year’s theme expanded
more into the realm of LGBTQ
discussion, largely because of
Sallans.
Genia Paige Wilson, assistant

SEE GENDER CONFERENCE
PAGE A3

Nashville alumna
(second from
left) Simone
Lampkin speaks
at the Gender &
Communication
Conference panel.
Lampkin was
joined by sophomore (from left)
London Chandler
of Louisville, junior
Jarred Johnson of
Somerset (second
from right) and
junior Lexus Miller
(right) of Lexington. LEANORA
BENKATO/HERALD
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" TOGETHER WE MAKE a team
and we WANT your talents."

S

tudent Publications is home to the College
Heights Herald and Talisman. The Office
of Student Publications provides students with
valuable hands-on experience. Positions in writing,
photography, design, sales, marketing, multimedia
and copy editing develop skills that give students
a competitive edge when entering the workplace.
Students from all departments and majors are a
part of our team. We are accepting applications
until April 28. Pick one up at the Adams-Whitaker
Student Publications building across from Mass
Media & Technology Hall.

VISIT WKUHERALD.COM OR WKUTALISMAN.COM TO APPLY

APRIL 28, 2015

WKUHERALD.COM

A3

University handling seven lawsuits, most pending
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU remains involved in
seven lawsuits, and most cases aren’t expected to be completed anytime soon.
Lauren Ossello, the university’s executive legal assistant,
said it’s not uncommon for
cases to last this long.
“Any time you have an appeal it takes that much longer and you have to request

the appellate course to review
the case,” she said. “Once they
agree, they have to go through
all the paperwork.”
Despite the lengthy process,
Ossello said the university
keeps tabs on each case equally.
“There are pieces always
at different levels,” she said.
“We’re as involved in each one
as the next. Some are awaiting
decisions from the court.”
The university’s most recent
case involves former student

Jason Gati and access to disability accommodations with
the university. Gati enrolled in
the Masters of Arts in Education program, Mental Health
counseling and applied for
admission into the graduate
program. A handful of Gati’s
required courses couldn’t be
offered online or via ITV, and
Gati alleges that WKU refused
to offer necessary classes onsite at the Elizabethtown campus. This case has been moved

from Hardin Circuit Court into
the U.S. District Court for the
Western District.
The longest standing case
involving the university stems
from October 2009. According
to court documents, Elizabeth
Esters, a former WKU employee, claimed that the university breached her contract.
In 2013, Judge Wingate issued
a decision that the university
did breach her contract. WKU
appealed the decision, but the

Kentucky Court of Appeals
sided with the previous ruling.
Raymond Elms filed suit
against WKU in 2010, alleging
discrimination based on age
following his termination. The
Warren Circuit Court granted
WKU’s motion for summary
judgment in 2013 which Elms
requested to be reviewed by the
Kentucky Supreme Court. It will
take another six to nine months
before the Supreme Court decides to review the case.

Board of Regents debate student athletic fee increase
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The increase in the student
athletic fee as part of the proposed 2015-16 tuition and fees
schedule spurred a passionate
debate at the Board of Regents
meeting Friday, April 24.
The student athletic fee will
increase from $212, which it
was from 2012 to 2015, to $218
next school year.
Faculty Regent Barbara Burch
motioned to discuss the tuition
and fees schedule before the
actual motion to pass it.
Burch said Faculty Senate
and SGA both motioned to
remove the athletic fee during
their sessions because it unfairly singles out the department for extra funding at a
time when every department
on campus is suffering from
university budget cuts and low
enrollment as well.

“The dropping student enrollment has a very negative
impact on athletic funding,”
she said. “But it’s had a negative impact on funding across
the campus, and I think it’s not
sending a very good message
to single out athletics to increase that fee at a time when
everybody else is suffering in
the same way.”
Student regent Nicki Taylor said in the SGA motion to
oppose the increased athletic
fee, 15 students voted in favor
of opposing the fee, because
now that athletics is part of
Conference USA it will generate more funds.
Taylor said 10 voted for the
institution of the fee because
of enrollment decreases and
budget cuts.
Burch also said 70 percent
of athletic funding that is not
foundation supported is subsidized by WKU.

DRAG SHOW
Continued from FRONT

Venus Knight were seasoned professionals.
Knight, a Bowling Green native and
WKU graduate, said she sees every opportunity and experience as a chance
to learn and that one can never learn
enough.
“I want to be like the Princess Diana
of female impersonation,” Knight said.
Knight said as she continues to learn
and grow as a performer she is beginning to look towards national level
pageants. While she used to say she
wanted to “make it big,” that’s no longer the case. Knight said she believes
that all people deserve to be loved and
becoming a nationally known performer would allow her to reach out to
more individuals.
“When I’m on stage I enjoy seeing the
smiles, hearing everyone and knowing

COSTELLO

Continued from FRONT
according to memos from Ransdell’s
office. She also serves as president of
the WKU Foundation and will help the
foundation in finding the right person
to fill her spot.
“They’ll look for someone they think
can serve the university best and help
them for the next decade with what
they want to do,” she said.
Costello worked with Ransdell at
Southern Methodist University from
1982 to 1986 in Dallas, Texas. She said
those years working with Ransdell
played a role in her coming to WKU.
“It’s a great experience working with
such a close friend at an institution
that so many good things have hap-

GENDER CONFERENCE

Continued from FRONT

hall director for Southwest Hall, said
expanding the topic allows for students to challenge themselves.
“I truly look at college as this beautiful little bubble where you have one
foot in the real world and one foot kind
of inside this safety net,” she said. “It’s
a place where you can have your viewpoints challenged and be able to look
at things in a completely different light
and at the same time allow those experiences to shape who you become.
I just believe it’s our job as people and
professionals in higher education to
present students those opportunities
to learn about something different,
even if they don’t agree or even if they
do agree.”
One of the most popular sessions
was “True Life: I’m a Drag Performer,”
which featured WKU students and an
alumna who were performing at Saturday night’s drag show.

“That is the third highest of
all the subsidies the university
provides,” she said. “I just do
not see how we can find a case
for subsidizing when everything else on campus is being
equally affected by the change
in enrollments.”
Burch said $68,000 in salary
increases for athletic coaches
for next year will come out
of the education and general
Budget.
“At a time when athletics is
saying the enrollment drop is
making it difficult to get by, being able to put forth $68,000 in
salary increases out of E and G
doesn’t make sense,” she said.
Todd Stewart, director of
athletics, said there will be no
increased spending in football
salaries for 2015, and Burch
made an incorrect assessment
of the allocation of those funds.
Ann Mead, senior vice president for finance and admin-

istration, said the increased
student athletic fee from $212
is not a budget increase for
athletics, but rather it will reduce the deficit that they will
be required to cover.
She said any enrollment decline in the past few years impacts the athletic budget.
“When we have reductions
in state funding or fluctuations in enrollment requiring
us to adjust our budget as we
are going to do for next year,
athletics participates in that as
well,” Mead said.
Burch said every department is equally affected by the
budget reductions.
“There is probably not a unit
on campus that would not like to
return to the 2010-11 budget, so
you could call it deficit covered,
but the fact is everybody has [the
same problem],” she said.
Other fee increases for 201516 include the $30 parking

structure fee and the $2 increase
in the student centers fee.
Burch said she does not oppose the student center fee
increase because Downing
Student Union recently underwent construction and
doesn’t have revenue-generating capacity as athletics does.
“I think that’s prioritizing
athletics in a way that’s not
healthy for us,” she said.
The board approved the
2015-16 tuition and fees schedule despite the conflict and the
fact that three abstained, including Burch and Taylor.
“All in all, I think there is
strong feeling among faculty
on this campus [that] this singles out one unit for increase,
which is dependent on student
fees, when no other unit is singled out, and I think that’s not
a good message,” Burch said.
“I think it’s a priority that takes
away from other priorities.”

they’re enjoying what I’m doing and
that means a lot to me,” she said.
Other queens celebrated their ‘birthdays’ with that night’s performance.
Somerset junior Jarred Johnson performed drag for the first time that
night as Coal. Johnson went on stage
in white platform shoes and intricate
makeup as he danced to “You Know
You Like It.”
Coal was an Appalachian girl from
Somerset, but her family is from farther eastern Kentucky, Johnson said.
“Appalachia doesn’t seem to have
very many queer people, but they actually exist there, so I’m just giving it a
little bit of a platform,” Johnson said.
Johnson also believed performing
drag has its own statements about
what it means to be part of the LGBTQ community. He said people rarely
credit the diversity of drag performers.
Assistant director for HRL Blair Jensen said it was a great opportunity to

honor the performers and give them a
space to express themselves.
“Overall, I think it was a huge success
and definitely looking forward to hosting it again next year,” Jensen said.
The show wasn’t only a fun event. Attendees received pamphlets about drag
culture and etiquette prior to the show.
Knight said there are a lot of misconceptions about the culture surrounding drag and many of them are typically untrue.
“There are so many stereotypes
about our culture and honestly a lot of
ignorance as well,” Knight said.
Drag queens weren’t the only types of
performers. Drag kings held their own
in unique performances.
Allison Call, sophomore from Staten
Island, New York, became Justin Case
for the night. Call took to the stage
resembling teenage heartthrob Justin Bieber performing the song “Fall,”
which is by Bieber. HRL’s show was not

the first time for her to perform. She
said for her doing drag involves a lot of
energy and feeding off the crowd a lot.
“I really like, No. 1, the diversity of the
people that come because you think
it’s just going to be gay people, but it
turns out to be a lot of straight people,
because drag shows are not separated
and set apart as you would think,” Call
said.
Elizabethtown freshman Susan Shaw
attended her first drag show thanks to
Saturday night’s performance. Shaw
said her favorite part of the show was
the emcee Doctor Luvv.
“I loved it. It was fabulous,” Shaw
said.
Knight said she hopes when all of the
performers were up on stage, the audience looked past whatever stereotypes
they had.
“I hope when they see me tonight
and the other girls they see we’re just
like anyone else,” Knight said.

pened under his leadership,” she said.
Ransdell said he appreciates Costello’s professionalism and poise.
“What I value most is her knowledge
of the profession and what is required,”
he said. “Fundraising is part art and part
science. She knows the art and understands the structures and science that
fundraising requires. Both of those are
crucial in successful fundraising.”
In 2012, that “fundraising science”
allowed Costello to lead the university
to a $202 million campaign called the
New Century of the Spirit. Collectively,
Costello has brought in or supervised
over $1 billion in donations to universities, according to her university page.
“It was fun to finish something that
the university had been engaged in,
and both campaigns went over goal,”

she said. “And it’s fun to celebrate that.”
Ransdell said Costello’s personality
brought just as much as her business
prowess.
“She’s got a great sense of humor,”
he said. “She’s a first-class woman,
sophisticated, who understands how
the world works, and I think she has
brought value to WKU during the last
several years since coming here.”
Costello started seriously considering
retirement about a year ago, she said.
“I think that a number of circumstances in my life came together and
this was the time,” she said. “I’ve had
some health issues which I have to put
into consideration, and I’ve got things
I want to do which I haven’t had the
chance to do. It gives me a chance to
chart a different course.”

For the administrator, a “different
course” includes time for tai chi and
other meditative exercises, traveling
and more time with family, particularly
her two sons.
However, retirement isn’t without its
difficulties, she said.
“The hardest part is that I’ve worked
my whole life, so it’s really strange to
think about not having a particular
thing to do, a job to go to— a career engagement,” she said.
However, the “opposite side of the
coin” provides a chance to rest, Costello said.
“For the first time ever in my adult
life, I can get up in the morning and
say ‘what do I want to do today’ and
‘how would I like to spend this time,’”
she said.

Three current students sat on the
panel. London Chandler, who identifies as transgender, would be performing that night under the stage name
London Chanel. The performing arts
sophomore from Louisville said opening up to family was very difficult.
“It got to the point where it got out
of my hands and I couldn’t hide it,”
she said. “One day my mother was
shown a picture of me, that’s how it
happened.
Chandler said her mother ultimately
wants to support her, but it’s not an
easy road.
“We are still working but we’re getting
there,” she said. “I don’t think any parent can listen to their child and say ‘oh
you want to be another gender, okay,’”
she said. “It’s not something easy for
the parent or the child.”
Drag king Sammy Luvv said he’ll
soon turn 5 years old. The Nashville
native and WKU graduate said drag
performances helped him through defining himself.

“Struggling through your gender
identity, drag was an outlet to get my
masculine side out there and not have
to fight ‘I hate being a female everyday,’” he said. “With age, I’ve been
able to accept my femininity more but
there are days when I don’t really feel
like a chick.”

For the four panelist, confidence
should be held by everyone regardless
of sexuality.
“Just live and just be happy,” Chandler
said. “Find your niche and really focus
on it because none of this is easy—drag,
gay, straight—none of this is easy. You’ve
gotta find what makes you happy.”

CRIME REPORTS

• Goodlettsville, Tennessee freshman Shawntrice Hammonds, RodesHarlin Hall, was hit by a car on Sunday on Russellville Road.
• Riyadh, Saudi Arabia freshman Sulaiman Alhudaithy reported on
Saturday his wallet and watch stolen from the Preston Center. The estimated value of the stolen property was $315.
• Crestwood freshman Alec Straker reported on Thursday some of his
clothing stolen from a dryer in Poland Hall. Estimated value of the stolen property was $245.
• Franklin senior Ethan Mefford was arrested on Thursday and charged
with disregarding a traffic control device and DUI on Kentucky Street.
•Lawrenceburg freshman Cordell Jenkins reported on April 22 his clothing stolen from the laundry room in Poland.
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EDITORIAL

OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

NOW PLAYING

STOP
and think when
you are on the road

Lives depend on campus road safety

THE ISSUE: Traveling this campus is a
danger in almost any form, as demonstrated by the number of accidents this
semester alone.
OUR STANCE: If everyone could pay attention to what they’re doing, there would
be fewer accidents and fewer close calls .

I

n light of the number of accidents
on campus between cars, bikes,
pedestrians or any combination
of the three, we prepared this week's
editorial on Sunday shedding a humorous, but also critical, light on the seeming lack of precaution when it comes
to traveling on campus. However, our
sometimes unfair universe dealt an
untimely hand Sunday night when a
19-year old student was struck on Russellville Road near Taco Bell and was
transported to a Tennessee hospital.
While the details and circumstances
surrounding the specific accident are
unclear, as a staff we respond—come
on, people, pay attention.
It is true that we live in a fast paced
world with places to be and little room
for excuses about why we're late. We're
willing to wager there's not a single
person who, perhaps in their most
flawed hour, hasn't had something
like the following thoughts.
"I'm almost late for class, and people should know to get out of the way

when they see a car coming.”
"I'm clearly in the crosswalk, and it
says stop and it has a sign and everything."
"I just got a match on Tinder and I'm
stuck in traffic anyway, I'm just gonna
check that really quick."
It's not a thought we arrive at with malice. Perhaps a little bit of a dark humor, yes,
but it's never anyone's intention to purposefully cause an accident that would do
harm to themselves and others.
Most people at this university have
been driving long enough to where it's
almost a second nature, have probably
had their fair share of small accidents
as well as road trips and feel just as
comfortable eating, texting or smoking behind the wheel as they would if
they were walking.
But the shared lack of awareness
among people navigating through
campus is out of hand. One of the first
road lessons we learned as children
was to look both ways before crossing, and even a couple of us here at the
Herald are guilty of not doing that every now and again within the comfort
of those white lines.
A campus environment is a distinctly
different place than the rest of the world
when it relates to means of getting anywhere. There's speed limits posed and
plenty of crossing signs installed for

reminders, but yet there's often close
calls when an unwitting pedestrian
suddenly changes direction in front of
a cyclist, or when an automobile takes
advantage of the gap between groups
of crossing pedestrians.
Not too long ago, a new speed limit
was implemented in order to curb
accidents on Normal Street. But to
be blunt, Western could light up the
streets like a Vegas strip with road signs
and it won't make a bit of difference if
people don't pay attention.
Walking, cycling or driving, if you're
not completely aware of your surroundings and you're handed an unfortunate circumstance beyond your
control, it could mean your life. Perhaps more road signs and restrictions
are a good idea, and while we're on the
subject, maybe a couple regulations
for the plethora of tiny university vehicles that take advantage of their small
size and surprisingly fast speed.
Sooner than we probably expect,
we'll have self-piloted flying cars or
drones that can attend class for us and
there'll be no need for sidewalks and
roads. Gare-Bear can construct a thin
line of avant-garde housing all the way
up State Street, and we won't have to
worry about this particular issue anymore. Until then, let's all just abide by
the most basic road rules.

‘Age of Adaline’
doesn't live
up to exciting,
innovative plot
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM

In “The Age of Adaline,” the title character, played by Blake
Lively, hasn’t aged a
day since 1933. Sadly,
JACKSON this fantasy romance
FRENCH doesn’t let its fascinating premise bloom.
Now Playing:
Just within the first
Watch out for
10 minutes, things are
what to watch.
off to a bad start with
the movie attempting to provide a scientific explanation
for Adaline’s condition. Not only is
this unnecessary, but the one we get
comes across like a superhero origin
story wildly at odds with the movie’s
tone.
This is also where we’re introduced
to the narrator, a voice who talks
way too much throughout the movie.
There are numerous segments where
the screen might as well be black
when he’s telling the audience what’s
going on. Much of the story is directly
told through narration, with the narrator himself feeling like a cheap trick
director Lee Toland Krieger cooked up
because relaying the story with scenes
was too hard.
Using the narrator as a crutch, the
movie skips over most of Adaline’s
past. It would have been fascinating
to follow her as she started a new life
every decade and adjusted to new
historical and technological developments, but her romance with Ellis
(Michiel Huisman) takes precedence
over almost everything else.
The characters, while not exactly
one-dimensional, still aren’t very
pleasant. Adaline is pretentious and
smug, while Ellis is both of these as
well as creepy.
Ellis’ father William (Harrison Ford),
a man from Adaline’s past, is the first
good character we meet. Unfortunately, he isn’t introduced until over halfway through the movie. When Adaline’s past and present collide, we get
the first real intrigue in the film, but it’s
not enough to undo the blandness of
the story.
Neglecting its interesting backdrop
in favor of a romance between two irritating characters, “The Age of Adaline” starts with an appealing idea that
the rest of the film can’t live up to.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SGA moves past elections, looks forward to rebranding
For several weeks, the Student Government Association has received a multitude of publicity regarding our Executive and Senate elections. Candidates
campaigned exhaustively from campus
posters to social media updates and
visits with organizations to SGA events.
The Executive and Senate candidates
worked endlessly to maximize the voter
turnout of students in the SGA elections.
The 2015 election season was exciting
and competitive, having 35 Senate candidates running for only 20 Senate seats,
two administrative vice presidential
candidates, and lastly, two presidential
candidates.
The attention the College Heights Herald has brought SGA has given light to

the importance for the student body to
vote in elections. While we had a competitive and well-publicized election,
there was still a low voter turnout. We
want to express to you, the student body,
that it is your role to use your voice to
elect representatives to serve the student
body. Higher voter turnout assures that
the best candidates are elected to make
decisions for this university.
SGA strives to make sure you know the
services we provide and the efforts we
make to better this university. The role
of SGA is to serve as the official voice of
the student body, meaning students can
come to us with any issue or concern.
Regarding elections, we want to stress
that SGA hears all concerns of the stu-
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dent body. Though the SGA election appeals were based on campaign posters,
it is our job to hear every appeal brought
into our office. In order to guarantee a
transparent and fair election, we allowed
the Judicial Affairs Council to determine
the fate of the presidential election. The
election appeals were minor, but SGA
cannot make the decision to ignore the
concerns of the student body.
Now that election events have concluded, we are looking forward to planning and implementing a rebranding
period for the Student Government Association. We are working to improve
diversity of representation, transparency
and overall education of the key role SGA
plays at WKU. We plan to actively dem-

onstrate our ability and dedication to be
an agent of campus change. We will do
everything possible for SGA to be the
most effective and credible organization
possible.
SGA is eager to begin our rebranding
period as our newly elected executive
and senate members take office. We
plan to show how dedicated SGA is to
achieving its core purpose: serving you.
- Student Government Association

For questions, concerns or additional
information, contact SGA Director of
Public Relations Sawyer Coffey.
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FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092

HELP WANTED
City of Bowling Green
PARK ATTENDANT
Parks & Recreation - Athletics
Provides assistance with planning and implementation
of athletics programs. Prepares facilities for outdoor sports
and assists with office administration. REQUIREMENTS:
Age 18+. High School Diploma or GED. Knowledge of
rules and regulations of softball, baseball, basketball and
volleyball. SALARY: $8.75/hr HOURS: 20 hours per
week.
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.
org/hr/jobs or at the Human Resources Department
in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
Application Deadline: Friday, May 8, 2015. The City
of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
Drug-Free Workplace.

News/Talk 93 WKCT (AM 930) has an immediate
opening for a part-time reporter/anchor. Position would
also assist in producing afternoon talk show. Good
communication and writing skills necessary. Call Chad at
(270) 781-2121.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1 Stick (out)
4 Chocolate
syrup choice
9 Call to mind
14 Self-image
15 Chipmunk’s
morsel
16 “America by
Heart” author
Sarah
17 Good name
for a tree-lined
street
18 Controversial
coal-extraction
process
20 Long gun
22 Really mad
23 __-Loompa:
fictional
chocolate factory
worker
26 Bagpiper,
often
27 Buy lots of
presents for
33 “2001”
computer
34 Cinematic
shootout time
35 Monica of
tennis
36 Allowed to
ripen, as cheddar
38 Kind of card
or drive
41 Senate slot
42 Rose (up) on
hind legs, to a
cowhand
44 Beat to a froth
46 Doctor’s org.
47 Wry wit
51 “¿Qué __?”
52 Jazz singer
Krall
53 Curse-

inflicting stare
56 Some
Balkanites
59 Opera house
section
62 Kit __: candy
bar
63 Everglades
wader
64 Pro basketball
player, briefly
65 H-like letter
66 “Think
again!”
67 Decent chaps
68 “Give
__ thoughts
no tongue”:
“Hamlet”

25 AFB truant
27 Broken
pottery piece
28 Helga’s
Viking husband,
in comics
29 Extremely
impressed
30 Bargain
hunter’s mecca
31 Spanish “I
love you”
32 Astronomical
red giant
37 More than
dislikes
39 Not barefoot
40 Old audio
system
43 Includes in the
DOWN
poker game
1 Bit of heckling 45 Sci-fi
2 Aptly named
weapons
fruit
3 Horseplay
4 Infielders
5 Autumn mo.
6 Fraternity
counterpart:
Abbr.
7 Nursery bed
8 Like some
military housing
9 Literary
postscripts
10 Makeup tables
11 “Chocolat”
actress Lena
12 Royal flush
card
13 Second lang.,
for some
19 Wisc.
neighbor
21 Stuck-in-themud gear
24 University
VIP

48 Tiny fraction
of a min.
49 Adage
50 One in Paris
53 Therefore
54 Opposite of
hor.
55 Kathryn of
“Law & Order:
C.I.”
57 Appropriate
room for the
sequence
comprised of
the starts of 18-,
27-, 47- and
59-Across
58 Legal
suspension
59 Family room
60 Soda
container
61 Do-over on
the court

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

START

FINISH
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New WKU Store Director will start in June
BY BRIA GRANVILLE

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After several months of
searching, the WKU Store is
finally getting a new director.
After its previous store director left in February of 2014, the
position was given to Tristy
Hillestad, who served as interim director. Assistant Vice
President of Auxiliary Services
Gary Meszaros said the store
hoped to keep Hillestad long
term, but she decided to leave
in September of the same year.
Since
then,
Meszaros
stepped in as the interim director.
“It’s difficult in the fact that

I’ve been in the Auxiliary Services area for over 30 years,
but I never ran a bookstore

drew, and some turned it
down.”
As of June 1, however, Ann

Her experience and professionalism
will allow us to keep moving forward
and growing the store.”
Gary Mezaros,
Assist. VP of auxiliary services
until this year,” he said.
The search for a new director
was ongoing until recently.
“We went through several different candidates,”
Meszaros said. “Some with-

Floresca of Mission Viejo, California will be taking over as
store director.
“It’s a big move for me because I’m from southern California, but everybody was so

welcoming,” Floresca said.
“I’m not very familiar with
the area, apart from the three
days I spent there, so really I’m
looking forward to the people
and the position I’ll be working with.”
Meszaros says that because
of Floresca’s experience as a
trainer for Follett, a privately
owned book company, she
will make a qualified director.
“Her experience and professionalism will allow us to keep
moving forward and growing
the store,” Meszaros said.
Follett provides educational
services to schools K-12, districts and colleges. According to the Follett website, the
company is higher educa-

tion’s largest retailer, operating in more than 940 local
campus stores and over 1,300
virtual stores across the continent.
Meszaros said he hopes Floresca will bring the expertise
she learned from working at
a private company to working
with the WKU bookstore.
“We’re looking forward to her
getting her feet on the ground
and her reaching out to the
community, and we want
people to get to know her and
work with her,” he said. “She
may have a different opinion,
a different view of how to run
this store. I’m looking forward
to seeing what she comes up
with.”

Board of Regents approves new degrees, parking options
BY JESSICA VOORHEES

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Board of Regents approved a
Bachelor of Science in Civil, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering, the
2016-2022 Capital Plan and the 201516 tuition and fees schedule at its second quarterly meeting.
The Board convened at Mass Media
& Technology Hall Friday on to discuss
and vote on various academic, financial and executive action items.
The Board approved several degree
programs.
Cheryl Stevens, dean of Ogden College, and Engineering Department
Head Julie Ellis, as well as about 20 students and faculty within the engineer-

ing department joined the meeting to
celebrate the majors’s institution.
“We’re just here to observe and witness this moment,” Ellis said.
Clapping and waving of red flags from
all in the room followed the Board’s
unanimous approval of the degrees.
The Board also approved Graduate Certificates in Psychiatric Mental
Health Nurse Practitioner, Emergency
Nurse Practitioner and Intercollegiate
Athletic Administration.
They approved an Undergraduate
Certificate in Interdisciplinary Patient
Navigator and Minors in Neuroscience
and Clinical and Community Behavioral Health.
The Board also approved the University’s 2016-2022 Capital Plan, as

well as the purchase of the 1840 Russellville Road property for a parking
lot.
Brad Wheeler, assistant vice president of resources management, said
the property will be used as a swingspace parking lot during the parking
structure’s construction, for commuter
parking, athletic overflow parking and
for bus event parking.
Wheeler said in a student survey,
commuters preferred this location
since many come to campus from that
road.
He said the lot will hold 125 to 150
spaces, and will cost $340,000 plus
closing costs.
Jennifer Tougas, director of parking
and transportation services, said op-

eration funds will be used to purchase
the land.
The Board approved the 2015-16 tuition and fees schedule and the SGA
resolution for the introduction of a $30
student fee to support a new parking
structure, which will be prorated for
part-time students.
The Board granted four faculty
members Emeritus status. Ric Keaster, professor of Educational administration, Bart White, professor of the
School of Journalism and Broadcasting, Mitzi White, professor of Music and Barry Brunson, professor of
Mathematics, received faculty Emeriti
appointment.
The Board will reconvene on June 26
for a special budget approval meeting.

Faculty member invited to international organization
BY TREY CRUMBIE

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A WKU faculty member has been accepted to represent the United States
in an international organization.
Chris Groves, distinguished professor
of hydrogeology, who teaches in the
Geography and Geology department,
accepted an invitation to represent the
nation in the Karst Commission of the
International Geographical Union.
The IGU was established in Brussels,
Belgium in 1922. The intent of the organization is to promote geography
through conducting geographical research and education worldwide. On
the Karst Commission, Groves will help
develop an international approach to
managing karst environments.
Karst is a type of landscape formed
through the dissolution of soluble
rocks, such as limestone. Caves and
sinkholes are examples of karst landscapes.
Groves said another goal of being

on the commission is communication.
“It enhances the possibilities of people being able to interact with each
other throughout the world,” he said.
Groves enjoys working internationaly and said this will be a good experience for him.
Groves said the commission ties in
very closely with the classes he teaches. When teaching about hydrology,
Groves goes over topics such as water
and landscapes. Groves said he will
now be able to bring an international
element when teaching about karst
landscapes, as he may be able to develop projects and trips that will take
students to other countries.
“Certainly, there’s a lot of benefits
from developing the international relationships” he said.
This is not the first international
organization Groves has been a part
of. For about 20 years, Groves has
worked with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to study karst water re-

If you're going to have international reach,
as the President (Gary Ransdell) wants us to
have, then you got to serve on international
committees.”
David Keeling,
Geography and Geology Department Head
sources. David Keeling, Geography
and Geology department head, said
he hopes Groves’ invitation helps
with development of both WKU and
the department.
“It helps gives us some international
profile in terms of recognizing that
type of research that we do,” he said.
Keeling said karst landscapes do have
an impact on people’s lives.
“Just go back and think about the
Corvette Museum sinkhole collapse,
and that’s all related to Karst” he said.
“There are literally millions and mil-

WKu's no. 1 source
for campus news

lions of people that are impacted by
karst landscapes.”
Keeling encourages other faculty to
get involved in international activities
“If you’re going to have international
reach, as the President (Gary Ransdell) wants us to have, then you got to
serve on international committees,”
he said. “Because most problems that
we face as a global society, whether it’s
water, or air quality, pollution, [or] climate change, those are international
in scope. They’re not just for Bowling
Green or Kentucky.”

FOLLOW US

@wkuherald

@wkuherald
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Senior pursues his ‘calling’—not his major
BY NICOLE ARES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Like most graduating seniors, Joe
Starks will take a leap of faith into pursuing his future.
This leap, however, will take the Lexington native to western Asia rather
than into a job market.
“Courage is not the absence of fear;
it’s doing what you should do in the
presence of fear,” Starks said.
In the fall of 2011, Starks came to
WKU with the anticipation of pursuing a law degree after graduation. He
chose political science and economics as double majors because in high
school he was a very informed and
opinionated person.
“My motivations for going to law
school were not the best,” Starks admitted. “I honestly wanted to make
a lot of money and have a lot of prestige. That’s not what all attorneys care
about, but that’s what I cared about
when I came to WKU.”
After one semester, Starks realized
that being a lawyer was not the path in
life he wanted to follow— he desired to
live a more fulfilling life.
“I started to realize how empty those
things were. You can be really important and make a lot of money, but in
the end those things don’t really matter,” said Starks.
Throughout college, Starks continued to pursue his double major, but
also began to entertain the idea of missionary work. Starks has always enjoyed sharing his faith with others and
has now decided to do it as a career.
“Missionary work was the most effective way for me to reach the world and

Lexington senior Joe Starks stands outside the Chandler Memorial Chapel, Sunday,
April 26. After he graduates, Starks is planning to spend four months as a missionary with the International Mission Board. He hopes to work with the Zaza people
of astern Turkey. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
impact people,” he said. “In one sense
it is a duty, but I think it is a calling that
has steadily grown on my life.”
With the support of Christ Fellowship Church, where Starks has been a
college intern for three years, he has
decided to pursue missionary work in
western Asia.
“I just looked around my life and my
church and realized that this was the
place I needed to go,” said Starks.
Asia will be Stark’s fifth mission trip,
but he has never been out of the country for this length of time and believes
that it will be a whole new experience.
“There’s definitely fear going to a new
different country. If you’re not afraid

or at least nervous, then you probably
aren’t processing things well,” Starks
said.
Zack Van Zant, WKU senior and fellow member of the Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity, met Starks freshman year in
Minton Hall. Van Zant said he has had
the opportunity to watch Starks grow
in his faith over the last four years and
is not surprised that Starks is pursuing
missions work out of college.
“Joe is such a solid guy in his faith. I
thought he would be really good at it
and still do,” he said. “But with any type
of missions work you face the potential
for persecution. You have to know that
what you’re ultimately sharing is worth

it. I think that Joe has counted that cost
and is prepared to do whatever it takes
to share the gospel.”
In western Asia, Starks will be working for several months doing ethnography, the study of people groups and
locating them within the country. He
believes this is something he could do
for the rest of his life.
For the last four years, Starks has focused on economics and political science. Ethnography is usually focused
on anthropology, sociology or psychology.
Starks doesn’t regret his chosen majors and believes he’s grown immensely because of them. He says if he had
known he would pursue missionary
work after college, this is still the best
place that he could be.
“You need to be around people that
are different than you, and you need
to take classes that stretch you,” said
Starks. “I will need the skills I have
gained in college for the rest of my life.”
With graduation around the corner
and the move abroad on the horizon,
Starks says the anticipation is building, but he still has an appreciation for
where he is now.
“Being a college student is a great
thing; I don’t want to wish that away,”
Starks said.
When the time comes, however,
Starks believes he will be ready to radically change his life.
“I want to follow God where He has
me and that could be working at an insurance firm, or being a banker, or being a waiter for 3 years of my 20s,” said
Starks. “But I feel like this is where I
need to be—this is what I am passionate about, and this is what I feel called
to do with my life.”

‘Big Brother’ comes to Bowling Green
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Latrobe, Pennsylvania native Terry
Stackowicz owns 80 acres of land in
Morgantown for the purpose of hunting, recreation and peace. He comes to
Bowling Green about once a week and
always makes it a point to go to Hilligan’s, he said.
He appreciates the food, drink and
atmosphere Hilligan’s provides. What
he didn’t necessarily appreciate were
the hordes of people auditioning for
“Big Brother.”
“You know I got my drink pretty
quick. I put in a food order— it’ll be 15
minutes— but there’s a lot more folks
here, certainly than normal,” Stackowicz said.
Bowling Green CBS affiliate, WNKY,
held a casting call for the television
show “Big Brother,” April 23 at Hilligan’s. Julie Milam, general sales manager, said Bowling Green was selected
as one of 14 markets in the United
States to hold a live audition for Big
Brother.
Bowling Green is the only city in Kentucky to host the show.
“We have people here tonight from
Louisville, Cincinnati, Little Rock. People came last night and slept in their
cars in the parking lot, so it’s been a really good reception,” Milam said.
Milam said “Big Brother” is “like a
human chess game.” Houseguests are
locked in a house with no access to the
outside world for 90 days, and they attempt to get other guests voted off the
show. She said she would absolutely
love to see someone from Bowling
reen make it into the program.

People came from all over for a
chance at fame. Caleb Schweiger
drove approximately six hours from
Athens, Ohio for his chance to audition. He said “Big Brother” was the
only reality television show he’s ever
seen and has watched it since he was
7 or 8 years old.
Before his audition, he said he was
feeling confident.
“I legitimately think I have a chance
to win this,” Schweiger said.
Erin Corken, native of Cincinnati said
before watching the show she didn’t realize people would lie just to get ahead
in the world, and that this made her
naïve. She said the show “changed my
life” as it provided her with a new perspective on the world that she hadn’t
considered before.
“I think it was a disadvantage for me
to be walking around the world going,
‘Hmm, everybody’s really nice,’” Corken said.
Bowling Green citizens also came out
to audition. Willie Walcher, manager of
the Bowling Green branch of Sun Tan
City, said he thinks his audition went
really well. Walcher is also a big fan of
the show and he started out watching
it early, skipped a few seasons and then
picked it back up again. He believes he
would be a great contribution to the
program.
“I’m such a diverse person. I’m nonjudgmental, and I can gain the trust of
everyone, so I think I would be able to
be in an alliance with everyone until
the end,” Walcher said.
For WKU alumna Simone Payne, auditioning for “Big Brother” has always
been on her bucket list. The Evansville
native thought she had a lot of support
from the crowd and generally felt a

Bowling Green native Andrew Hawkins, 29, has his snapshot taken prior to auditioning for the 17th season of Big Brother at Hilligan’s, Thursday, April 23. Bowling
Green was just one of 14 markets chosen for casting hopefuls. Fans from as far
away as Arkansas came to Hilligan’s for a chance to be on the hit television show
and have a shot at the $500,000 grand prize. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
good vibe for her audition.
“I just went in, did my thing and
came out,” Payne said.
She described the audition process
as one of relative ease, requiring participants to fill out an application, wait
for their number to be called and then
answer questions. Payne said she believes her presence on the show would
be a great contribution.
“I feel like I would contribute just
the bomb personality. I told them in
there. I was like, ‘I’m just too legit too
quit,’” she said.
Current students of WKU were also
found at Hilligan’s gearing up for audi-

tions. Lexington junior Candice Wagner said she recently started watching
the show within the last year and became hooked quickly. Wagner said she
believes her audition went well as she
showcased her peppy and energetic
nature.
She also thinks they liked her because her special talent included eating a 17-pound watermelon.
“I would contribute peppiness. If
they have watermelons, I can eat them.
And I’m just a lot of fun, and I would
keep the liveliness in the house going,”
Wagner said.
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Franklin alumnus Nathan Killen encourages members of the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity during the championship match of Tug, Friday at the University Farm. AGR went
on to win Tug for the second year in a row. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

&
tug pull
TOP LEFT: Chi Omega sorority junior
Alyssa Bush, of Franklin, looks back
at her team as she pulls for the Tug
competition on Friday at the University Farm. The Alpha Gamma Delta
sorority and the Alpha Gamma Rho
fraternity were named the Tug champions. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
TOP RIGHT: Sophomore Zach Jordan,
of Sigma Chi fraternity, is given a cigarette to smoke from his coach, senior
Nich Madrick, before they begin Tug,
Friday at the University Farm. JEFF
BROWN/HERALD

LEFT: The sisters of Alpha Delta Pi
sorority cheer during the annual Tug
event for Greek Week on Friday at the
University Farm. ASHLEY COOPER/HERALD
BOTTOM LEFT: Junior Alyssa Bush,
of Franklin, holds on tight with her
Chi Omega sorority team on Friday.
ASHLEY COOPER/HERALD

BOTTOM RIGHT: Kappa Delta sorority
junior Summer Spillman, of Richmond,
wipes away tears while teammates
embrace her after their loss in the first
round of the Tug competition, Friday
at the University Farm. This was KD’s
first lost in Tug in 11 years of competition. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
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Acclaimed poet, BuzzFeed
editor to speak at WKU
Tuesday for Goldenrod
Poetry festival B4

WKU hosts
first LGBT
recognition
ceremony
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Hendersonville, Tennessee sophomore Drew Davis lifts his Sigma Chi fraternity teammate, Harrodsburg sophomore
Garrett Anderson, in the air after their first round victory over Sigma Nu fraternity during Tug on Friday. MIKE CLARK/
HERALD

WAR

ZONE

Greeks participate in Tug-of-War competition
BY NICOLE ARES

Tug Day— one of the last Greek Week

This competition is not the typical

events— took place at the Agricultural

tug of war childhood game. Teams

he only thing louder than

Exposition Center last Friday at 2 p.m.

have dedicated months of practice to

the exasperated grunts of

Tug is designed as a single-elimina-

perfect their strategies and their ‘tug-

the mud-covered Tug par-

tion tournament with eight-member

ticipants was the piercing screams of

teams who are trained and equipped

Madeline “Maddie” Goodwill, At-

the crowd, cheering on their teams to

with the skills to pull their opposition

lanta sophomore, member of Phi Mu

a hopeful victory.

to their side of the “pit.”

LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

T

ging’ technique.

SEE TUG PAGE B2

For the first time ever, WKU will host
a Lavender graduation ceremony to
recognize lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender graduates, along with
their families and allies.
The Office of Institutional Diversity
and Inclusion are heading the ceremony. The first Lavender Ceremony
began in 1995 at the University of
Michigan, said Andrea Garr-Barnes,
director of the Office of Institutional
Diversity and Inclusion.
“A lavender graduation is an institutional response to, ‘We know you’re
here. We welcome you here. We understand how society is when it comes
to differences, and we’re proud you’re
part of our community,’” she said.
Garr-Barnes said she had interest
in bringing this ceremony to WKU
when she interviewed for her position
in 2012. Over time, a group of faculty,
staff and students emerged as a planning committee for the ceremony.
She said the committee did grassroots organizing in order to get the
word out about the ceremony. They
also sent out an email inviting the entire campus to persuade them to take
part in some way.
“To do one of two things, or preferably both, to attend the ceremony on
May 11 and support the students and
in addition to that to share that information,” Garr-Barnes said.
She said the atmosphere on WKU’s
campus regarding LGBT inclusion is
moving much like the rest of the country from tolerance to acceptance. She
believes this is evidenced by the ceremony receiving no pushback from the
university. She presented the idea before President Gary Ransdell and the
administrative council and received
full support.
Ransdell said having the Lavender
Ceremony is a natural step for the university. He said the university already
hosts other ceremonies such as ones
for black students and students in
ROTC. He believes the ceremony will
also bring recognition to students in
the LBGT community.
“I’m all for any student or academic
community that wants to celebrate
their success,” Ransdell said.
Garr-Barnes said she sees WKU laying blocks down in our university’s
foundation, moving the campus from
tolerance of different groups of people towards respect. She said college
can be challenging when you identify
with the majority group and those

SEE LGBT PAGE B2

New farmers market opens behind SkyPAC downtown
BY KAE HOLLOWAY

LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

On a cloudy Saturday morning at Hot Rod Alley, a little girl
in her pink rain jacket clutches
a bag full of bright green rosemary.
She glances back to her parents and bolts with her new
organic trophy, struggling to
keep hold of the bag of greens
as Mom and Dad begin a quick
chase after her.
There are a few in the trickling crowd of consumers perusing the newest addition
to Bowling Green’s Gateway
Farmers Market, which is operating under the name SOKY

Market Place.
Nestled between the Bowling Green Ballpark, home of
the Hot Rods, and the closed
Hitcents Plaza, vendors line
up every Tuesday and Saturday morning to sell kaleidoscopic bouquets of tulips, pale
orange carrots speckled with
dirt and spotted eggs, among
other goods.
This open space, however,
is rented. Their permanent
home is still under construction, next door along Seventh
Avenue.
“This a great opportunity
for not only more local foods
to be around, but it provides

SEE MARKET PAGE B2

Vendors offered products to customers at
the new SoKY Marketplace in Hot Rod Alley
at the Bowling Green
Ballpark on Saturday,
April 25. The market
is currently constructing a pavilion, seen
in the background,
with hopes to fill the
building to its maximum capacity of 80
vendors. As of yet, only
24 vendors are set to
sell their goods when
the pavilion will open
at the beginning of
June. NICK WAGNER/
HERALD
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Continued from life
sorority, and co-chair of Tug, said her sorority had been intensely training for this
event for approximately three months.
“The only trouble we really faced
during training was the snow week,”
Goodwill said. “It’s really hard to go out
and dig holes in the snow.”
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity however, never practiced as a team until
they faced Kappa Alpha Order fraternity in their first round of competition.
According to SAE Tug Chair Madison Williams, six members of their tug
team dropped out the morning of the
competition.
“We had a makeshift team that came
out and did us well,” Williams said.

MARKET

Continued from LIFE

a venue for our producers that want to
sell in Bowling Green, especially,” said
Brittany Young, board chairman for
the SOKY Market.
A metal awning, surrounded by
overgrown grass and weeds, covers the large floor below. The roof
is thatched with a transparent polycarbonate material, allowing the
natural light to filter in while protecting the construction cranes and
lifts below. Rain has delayed these
machine giants from completing
the pavilion and neighboring bathrooms by the original early April
deadline.
To the pavilion’s immediate right,
however, lies the crown jewel for the
market’s board and vendors. A brick
and mortar building, long with small
white windows dotting the front and
sides, its tan double doors chipped
with paint, will house the market’s
commercial kitchen.
The commercial kitchen will allow
the vendors to cook, can and preserve,
while customers will get a chance to
partake in weekly cooking lessons

LGBT

Continued from LIFE
challenges are magnified when you’re
in the minority. She hopes the ceremony will be a celebration of LBGT students who have obtained their degrees
and achieved their goals.
“The goal of this celebration is for the
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“This is the first victory for any SAE tug
team, so we are proud accomplishing
that for our fraternity.”
Other chapters dedicate more of
their time in preparation for the event.
Members of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity
said they paired up with Phi Mu months
ago to practice for this competition.
Chase “Bubba” Brown, anchor for
ATO, has been on the ropes for three
years and is stilling awaiting a victory.
“We have been training for approximately three months mostly with Phi
Mu sorority,” Brown said. “We practice
our cadences, calls and technique to
make sure they are the best they can
be before competition day.”
For the Chi Omega chapter, being a
part of Tug was about more than winning the entire event.

“Honestly we just wanted to win one
pull, so if we can keep going that’ll be
great, but it’s not something that we
expect. We just like to have a good time
and represent Chi Omega well,” said
Keeley Klutts, Tug chair for the Chi Os.
This year Alpha Gamma Delta won
the sorority competition over Alpha
Delta Pi.
AGD’s Tug Chair Meghan McGuirk
accredited its win to their team unison.
“This is one of those things that if you
slack off it’s not just on you, you hurt
your sisters,” McGuirk said. “We really
focus on pulling for each other because
that’s the whole reason we are here.”
On the fraterntiy side, Alpha Gamma
Rho won the fraternity Tug competition for the second year in a row.
Kyle Howard, tug chair for AGR, said

it was mandatory for every chapter
member to attend tug practice.
“We take Tug very seriously, we put
so much work into it and we put all of
our hearts into it,” Howard said. “It just
makes it a whole lot sweeter that we
won it together as a chapter, with the
people on and off the rope.”
Greek Week 2015 ended with the
Convocation Ceremony held at the
Knicely Conference Center on Sunday,
April 26 at 5 p.m.
An assortment of awards are given
to Greek individual members and
chapters at the ceremony. Kappa Delta
sorority and Phi Delta Theta fraternity took home the overall Greek Week
Winners awards this year.

from featured chefs. The kitchen itself
will be available to rent in four-hour
increments.
“That’s where I’ll be when that gets
done. I’ll be in that kitchen doing cooking classes,” said CJ Miller of CJ’s Culinary Journey.
Miller is a personal chef who advocates for fresh, local ingredients.
Miller is also an ambassador in Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolution. Miller
wants to use the kitchen to start a
food delivery service.
The idea for this new marketplace
was conceived months ago by a small
group of officials in the county. Amy
Milliken, Warren County attorney,
was among other county officials, including Jody Richards, who formed
the first Board of Directors for the
farmers market. They began working on ways to fund the farmers market, ensuring a permanent space for
years to come.
“Warren County is an agricultural
area and we wanted to show that our
farmers are appreciated and supported,” Milliken said.
Gateway was approved for up to
$220,000 in state grant money, with another $61,500 coming from the county

to construct a 12,000 square foot farmer’s market and renovate Taylor Chapel
for a commercial kitchen, according
to a memo from the Governor’s Office
of Agricultural Policy. The grant was
awarded through the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund.
The first phase of construction for
the market pavilion and kitchen is expected to cost around $400,000. The
county will cover the remaining cost
not covered with aforementioned grant
money.
Milliken said the final contract for the
grant, however, is not complete. Brian
Murphy, general counsel for the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy, is coming to survey the project and finalize the
contract with the market’s board.
While some have criticized the new
market for its financial backing, others have viewed it as a new opportunity for a permanent home. Most
recently, SKY Farmers Market joined
forces with SOKY. SKY had a nomadic history before finding SOKY as its
permanent home, bringing vendors

with it.
“We were already a member of SKY,
and SKY was moving over here so we
just decided to come here with them,”
Gary Robbins, farmer for ATP Greenhouses, said. “They’re going to have a
wonderful facility here.”
Robbins and his family have been
farming for years, growing tomatoes
out of their greenhouse for Bowling
Green City Schools and now, WKU.
“Nobody has tomatoes this time of year,
so we do pretty good,” Robbins said.
Robbins said they also grow a variety
of other vegetables, raise chickens and
bake fresh breads and pastries for their
market booth.
Young said the new pavilion should
be up and running by June, rain and
inclement weather permitting. A grand
opening and ribbon cutting has been
set for June 10. Young said there will be
inflatables, music and garden starter
kits for children.
“This is going to be a permanent
place that will have a farmer’s market
forever,” Young said.

campus community to come together,
to celebrate these students and say,
‘Job well done—we appreciate you,’”
Garr-Barnes said.
The Lavender Graduation Ceremony
will be May 11 at the Augenstein Alumni Center. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
the ceremony beings at 7.
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Congratulations!
The oﬃce of Study Abroad and Global Learning would like to thank our graduang Student
Representaves for their service to SAGL and the WKU campus community!

Jason Webb

Katherine Halicks

Jenny Gaiko

Ma Frazier

Cindy Block

Rachael Walters
Natalie Buller

Kiersten Richards

SAGL Student Representatives
The SAGL Student Representave program is a volunteer student organizaon comprised of
passionate study abroad alumni who advocate for and promote study abroad on WKU’s campus
and in the community. The SAGL reps are responsible for mulple campus-wide outreach
eﬀorts, including peer advising, classroom presentaons, general informaon meengs, and
study abroad events.

Welcome!
The eleven returning SAGL reps and the oﬃce of Study Abroad
and Global Learning would like to welcome our seven new
SAGL reps to the program for the 2015-2016 year!
Ausn Richards

Taylor Pellerin*

Callie Mobley

Benjamin Richardson*

Mallory Schnell

Abigail Belknap*

Jarred Johnson

Arla O’Neal*

Jessica Canada
Susan Breidenich
Abby Ponder
Lauren Bailes
Trent Pos
Paige Hughart
Jamie Doctrow
* New Student Representaves

Jessica Henao*
Isabella Greene*
Bryson Keltner*
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Seniors reflect on their last dance production
BY MADISON MARTIN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
With the spring semester
coming to a close, final tests
and award ceremonies aren’t
the only things scheduled on
the books.
“Evening of Dance,” the
WKU Dance Company’s last
performance of the school
year, is set to showcase a variety of dance pieces. But for
the senior dance majors, this
will be their last performance
here.
Lexington senior Nathan
Fister said he’s excited to be a
part of it, enjoying the production for all that it is, while getting ready for graduation and
what’s to come afterwards.
“I remember my first show,
so it’s very like, you know, (a)
full-circle, bittersweet moment,” he said.
The production will feature

But I think once I found out and talked
to myself, and found myself, I knew that
dance was what I wanted to do.”
Jameelah Baker
Charlotte, North Carolina senior
styles such as ballet, 3-2 tango,
jazz, contemporary and more.
Nashville
senior
Alicia
Brooks described assistant
professor of dance Lisa Draskovich-Long’s performance,
a 3-2 tango, as a very different piece in which dancers
are “… moved by somebody
else, but at the same time, you
are dancing… we mimic each
other— we manipulate each
other.”
Brooks was excited about
assistant professor of dance,
Eric Rivera’s modern contemporary-styled performance,

which was created in collaboration with the art department. Paintings of dancers will
be displayed on stage where
the performers will pose as the
image in the same way, creating the quality of “art coming
to life.”
This will be Charlotte, North
Carolina senior Jameelah Baker’s first time performing in
“Evening of Dance.” She said
students have been rehearsing for the production since
the beginning of the spring
semester.
A studio dancer and com-

petitor since the age of seven,
Baker had been undecided as
to whether she should get her
degree in dance, and spent
some time in broadcasting at
one point.
“I kind of didn’t really know
exactly what I should do and
kind of looking for others to
tell me what I should do,” she
said. “But I think once I found
out and talked to myself, and
found myself, I knew that
dance was what I wanted to
do.”
For some students, the
dance program has helped
them grow as individuals.
Being an adolescent and
clocking in four hours of practice a day ended up transitioning itself to practicing all day
at the college-level, Fister said.
“Time management is a big
thing within our program…
so sometimes, you could be in
the studio from 9 o’clock in the

morning to 9 o’clock at night,”
he said.
Brooks attested to how physically and mentally tasking being a dance major can be.
“Our program can wear you
down,” she said. “It can tear
you down. Like, you physically
can feel, mentally feel, horrible about yourself, but it is
what you make it. And if you
overcome that and surpass
it, it’s one of the greatest feelings.”
The challenges endured in
college, Brooks said, were important to teach students how
the real world industry really
is.
“You have to have the willpower and drive to overcome
it, and somehow I stuck it out
four years,” she said, “so I’m
glad I did, but it’s definitely my
time to start the next chapter
of my life.”

Acclaimed poet and WKU alumnus to read at WKU

BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After being canceled due
to the Snowpocalypse in
February, Saeed Jones, critically acclaimed poet, will be
speaking at WKU, on Tuesday, giving a reading from
his newest book of poetry,
“Prelude to Bruise.” This is
part of the Goldenrod Poetry
festival, which had also been
canceled.
Due to an overbooked
schedule and stress, Jones
won’t be able to come to campus directly, however, the
English Club will Skype him
in so he can announce the
winners of the contest and
still read his poetry. He will
also Skype individually with
the finalists on a different
date, still to be decided, so he

can workshop with them and
give critique and feedback on
their work.
Powell, Ohio senior Marissa Tompkins, secretary of
the English Club, said even
though things aren’t going as
originally planned, she’s glad
Jones can even speak at all.
“I am so excited that Saeed
will be speaking for Goldenrod,” she said via email.
“Since the club has been
planning this event since
November, it’s going to be
very satisfying to see everything come to fruition. It is a
bummer that Saeed will not
be present in person, but he
has overworked himself with
travel and readings and is ‘to
the point of near exhaustion,’ so I am very glad that
he will even be Skyping in
with us.”

The finalists will read their
poetry after Jones has read his,
and then he will announce
the winners, who he helped
choose. There will be three
winners with each receiving a
modest monetary prize. Jones’
book will also be sold at the
event.
Louisville senior Brittany
Moster, president of the English Club, said students should
attend to see the rising star in
action.
“Saeed is an awesome writer,” she said. “He’s doing big
things. He’s still young and he’s
gaining all this recognition
already, so I think that in the
future he’s going to do really
amazing things. It can only go
up from here.”
Jones is a WKU alumnus and
the BuzzFeed Literary editor. He’s won several awards,

He’s doing big things. He’s still young and he’s
gaining all this recognition already, so I think
that in the future he’s going to do really amazing
things. It can only go up from here.”
Brittany Moster
President of English Club
including a literary Pushcart
Prize. His Twitter account, @
theferocity, was ranked by
Time Magazine as one of the
best of 2014. He was also recently featured on BuzzFeed’s
list of “31 Contemporary Poets
You Need to Read.”
His book received glowing
reviews and contains poetry
about topics such as violence, race and sexuality.
Publisher’s Weekly was one
of several publications to give
it a positive review.

“Jones had a meteoric rise
to literary prominence in
the past year... the poems of
this book are harrowing and
heartbreaking, treating family, sexuality, and race with
unrelenting intensity,” the review said.
The reading is at 7 p.m. in
the Gary Ransdell auditorium.
The event is free and open to
the public.
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Unlimited earning potential that fits in your schedule.
apply what you have learned in class and gain real world experience before you
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Topper squad grows larger with four additions
BY EVAN DEPASCO

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Head Coach Michelle ClarkHeard has announced the
addition of four new players,
some of which will join the
Lady Topper basketball program in the forthcoming season.
The announcement brings
the total number of additions
for the 2015-16 season to eight
(including four signees from
the fall signing period), with
Egyptian freshman Nadine Soliman and Nigerian junior college transfer Ima Akpan available for immediate eligibility.
Transfers Jaycee Coe, sopho-

more, and junior Kayla Styles
will sit out next season and
be able to play in the 2016-17
season.
“These young ladies fill
some needs we will have and
add some depth to our future
roster,” Clark-Heard said via
press release. “They fit the
fast-paced and high-scoring
style we like to play. Most importantly, they are the kind of
student-athlete that will be
successful on the court and in
the classroom.”
Akpan shot nearly 50 percent
from the field and averaged
13.7 points as a sophomore for
Kilgore College in Texas last
season.

The coaching staff has had
their eye on Akpan since her
high school days at Hamilton
Heights Academy in Chattanooga, Tennessee. ClarkHeard described her as an “aggressive defender and always
plays incredibly hard on offense and defense.”
Soliman is one of Egypt’s
most coveted players, participating in two FIBA Championships and averaging 14.3 points
in the 2014 championships.
As the No. 6 scorer for the
tournament, Soliman scored
21 points and had seven rebounds during a game against
Mexico and followed it with a
19-point game against Slova-

kia.
“(She) is a great combo
guard that is going to be able
to score for us. She has been
doing it at the highest level
in the FIBA Championships,
and I look forward to her
coming to the United States
next season.”
Coe was ranked the 25th best
shooting guard in the country by ESPN, while playing at
Jackson County High in Gainsboro, Tennessee. The sophomore transfer spent her freshman year at Kentucky where
she appeared in 16 games, but
didn’t play a major role due to
veteran players.
Styles is a forward from Lou-

isville who originally committed to play for Xavier University, but never ended up
playing for the Musketeers.
Styles played for Spaulding
University (Division III) in
Louisville last season where
she averaged 17.5 points 10
rebounds and 2.8 assists. She
led her team in points, rebounds, assists, blocks, steals
and 3-point field goal percentage.
The four join Sidnee Bopp,
Dee Givens, Simone Goods
and Kayla Smith in adding to a
2015 Conference USA Champion Lady Topper squad that
saw the departure of just three
seniors.

BASEBALL

No. 16 Rice sweeps Hilltoppers in crucial conference series
BY JOHN REECER

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU baseball team
(21-20) dropped all three of
their games this past weekend
against nationally ranked conference rival Rice University
(29-16) at Nick Denes Field.
The Owls took the first two
games of the series in a double-header on Friday by scores
of 11-4 and 3-2.
Rice then completed their
sweep of the Hilltoppers with
another 3-2 victory on Sunday
afternoon.
The three losses now put
WKU’s home record at 10-11
on the season.
“It’s disappointing how we
have been performing at
home and how we haven’t

been able to put together
what we do on the road and
bring it back here,” redshirtsophomore second baseman
Leiff Clarkson said. “We just
haven’t gotten timely hits or
play defense and pitch well
enough to win.”
The Owls shut down the
normally potent Hilltopper offense in the first two games of
the series.
Rice earned 27 strikeouts in
the two games while giving up
only six runs. The Owls didn’t
just play good defense either.
They racked up 24 hits and
earned a .348 batting average
collectively in the doubleheader.
“It’s frustrating to see how
well we played for the past two
weeks and we come home and

CLARKSON

Continued from SPORTS
possible without Clarkson routinely
finding a way to come through for the
Hilltoppers time and time again.
With his consistent hitting, Clarkson
is often the beneficiary of many runs as
the big bats find ways to hit him in.
One particularly noteworthy occasion occurred during the second
matchup between UK and WKU of the

play the same way as our past
home losses,” Head Coach
Matt Myers said. “We just
aren’t good enough at home
right now.”
Despite the two losses on
Friday, senior first baseman
Ryan Church continued his
hot streak at the plate as he
earned three hits, two doubles and a RBI to lead the
otherwise tamed Hilltopper
offense.
The second game of the double header featured a career
performance from WKU senior pitcher Brennan Pearson.
Pearson pitched a careerhigh 5.2 scoreless innings and
earned a career-best six strikeouts out of the bullpen.
“That’s our job as the bullpen to pitch scoreless innings

year. Clarkson was up to bat with the
Hilltoppers down 3-1 in the ninth inning.
“We were down to our last strike and
I got a base hit and then Miller hit the
home run to tie the game up,” Clarkson said. “It was a defining moment for
us as a team because it showed us that
we are never out of the games no matter what the score is.”
Moments like that are what Clarkson specializes in. He knows what

On Demand

while we are behind,” Pearson
said. “We have been putting
things nicely, but we have not
been able to capitalize, which
was seen tonight with our lack
of timely hitting.”
Sunday’s matchup featured
a competitive contest between the two teams, but Rice
prevailed for the series sweep
with a one-run victory.
Despite the loss, WKU saw
a great performance from the
bullpen. Five Hilltopper pitchers combined to give up just
three runs on six hits.
“Our bullpen was fantastic this weekend as a whole,”
Myers said. “That was a team
that came in hitting over .300,
and we did a heck of a job with
them.”
Even with the strong pitch-

his strengths and weaknesses are
and plays within his capabilities. The
sophomore has zero home runs on the
year along with only 11 RBI’s, but he
is amongst the leaders on the team in
terms of batting average, hits, on-base
percentage and runs scored.
During his freshman campaign,
Clarkson found playing time only after
Cody Wofford went down with an injury at shortstop. After his play proved
to be valuable in relief of Wofford, he
then found a home at third base for the
remainder of the season.
After a preseason battle for the starting spot of second base with Thomas
Peters, Clarkson got his chance to
prove his wealth in a starting role for
good, and he has done just that.
“I was playing all three positions
and I didn’t know where I was going

to play—it just so happened that my
name was in the starting lineup at second base,” Clarkson said. “We are just
hoping to get to the conference tournament and hopefully winning it… I
just want to continue to get better and
progress as a hitter and a fielder so I
can be at my best to help us win some
games.”
Myers maintains that Clarkson
earned his position in the starting
lineup, and points to his performances
this season as a reflection of why he
made that decision.
“He has exceeded expectations so
far in his time here,” Myers said. “He
has earned every bit of what he has
and I’m proud of him because is such
a hard worker. He just comes out and
competes and he is definitely a model
player to follow.”

BEYOND THE ARC

to their move to WKU. Tudor spent
just one season on staff before reuniting with Kramer, who announced she
would be transferring to WKU for her
senior season.
Since coming to the Hill, Kramer has
become just the second player in WKU
softball history to be drafted professionally. She was selected sixth overall
in the National Pro Fastpitch draft by
the Pennsylvania Rebellion.
Whether you call it innate athletic
ability from Kramer or the ability to really get the best out of players from Tudor—the relationship certainly hasn’t
hurt Kramer’s future as an athlete after
graduation or the future of the Lady
Topper softball program.

Continued from SPORTS

Please join us for a

Carnival
WKU On Demand’s
Summer Registration Kick-oﬀ

Player of the Year award, there is more to
the senior’s transfer than meets the eye.
Her shift to WKU in the Conference
USA from IPFW in the Summit League
certainly helped thrust her in the national spotlight—the Summit League,
while still Division I offers a lesser level
of competition in terms of strength
and level of competition.
Equally as important as the level of
competition towards Kramer’s development into a professional-caliber
athlete is the rekindling of her athletecoach relationship with Amy Tudor.
Tudor coached Kramer at IPFW prior

TRACK & FIELD
Cotton candy, popcorn and information on
WKU On Demand summer classes!
Tuesday, April 28: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Outside Hardin Planetarium
Wednesday, April 29: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Centennial Mall

ing, the Hilltoppers could not
gain the advantage on the
Owls as WKU left the tying
run in scoring position four
times over the final four innings.
“The guys are disappointed
and they should be,” Myers
said. “They know that we are
playing ourselves out of the
conference tournament. We
have three weeks to go, and I
feel like if we can go 6-3, which
is a tall order consider who we
have to face. We will be in the
tournament.”
Up next for WKU will be a
home-and-home
midweek
series against Austin Peay
University. The Hilltoppers
will host the Governors at Nick
Denes Field Tuesday night at 6
p.m.

Continued from SPORTS

The Hilltoppers’ fifth place finish in
the elite field clocked in at 3:08.36.
“I think our guys handled themselves
very well especially with the majority
of them being freshman and sophomores,” Jenkins said.
Just five Hilltoppers traveled to Philadelphia this weekend.
In the qualifying heat, Jenkins selected
the succession of Ja’Karyus Redwine starting off and ending with Ventavius Sears.
However, in the finals to take home
a 4x400 relay fifth place showing, the

team started with Ventavius Sears,
then to Emmanuel Dasor, Grant Swinton and finished with Lemanuel Mosley.
Jenkins suggested that for the majority of the schools that WKU competes
with at top-tier meets, the teams in
some cases have the depth of 8-10 people to rotate with.
“We hope to make mistakes now in
hope for perfection later,” Jenkins said.
In final preparation for conference
championships the teams will be
joined together next week to compete
in Lexington, Kentucky at the Kentucky
Relays.
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In first year
on the Hill,
Kramer sets
WKU records
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU second baseman Leiff Clarkson mishandles a throw as Rice's Grayson Lewis steals second safely during Friday's game at
Nick Denes Field. The Owls swept the Hilltoppers in the three-game series over the weekend, beating WKU by scores of 11-4,
3-2 and 3-2. NICK WAGNER/HERALD

saving the
best for last

Clarkson thrives as last to bat
BY JOHN REECER

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

For the average baseball team batting order, the best hitters are usually
found in the leadoff or cleanup spots.
The WKU baseball team, however,
has drifted away from this model as
the play of redshirt sophomore second baseman Leiff Clarkson has significantly changed the complexion of
the Hilltopper lineup.
“I could’ve easily of moved him up
in the order,” Head Coach Matt Myers
said. “He and (Anderson) Miller complement each other nicely. There have

been times this season where that
combo has helped us win games.”
Clarkson is currently second on the
team in batting average as the Union
native currently has a .326 average
through 38 appearances on the year.
But Clarkson has done so in an unorthodox matter—he bats last in the
Hilltopper lineup.
“It doesn’t matter where I bat; I just
try to stick to my approach and do my
job at the plate,” Clarkson said. “I’m
not a power guy and I don’t try to pull
home runs. I just try to hit the ball up
the middle and get on base because
I got those big bats in the top of the

TRACK & FIELD

Hilltoppers split
achievements in Louisville,
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
As a split team, the WKU track and
field program was able to string together some wins at the Penn Relays
in Philadelphia, and the Bellarmine
Invitational in Louisville.
At the Bellarmine Invitational, the
meet saw an hour delay due to unfavorable weather conditions, but the
lapse didn’t rattle any of the Hilltoppers.
Senior thrower Travis Gerding
tossed a WKU and personal record
in the hammer throw with a heave of
198-feet-4 inches.
His throw stands as the secondlongest mark in the Conference USA
this season, and moves him past Brian Soverns in the Hilltopper record
books by nearly five feet, with the

former record standing at 193-feet-11
inches since 2010.
Senior pole-vaulter Karleigh Parker
remained a key element to the team
as she grabbed another win in the
pole vault—the 12th of her career
with a leap of 12- feet-5.25 inches.
In total, the Hilltoppers managed
seven individual wins in Louisville.
At the Penn Relays, which Head
Coach Erik Jenkins referred to as the
“granddaddy of all meets,” the men’s
4x400 team showed off not only their
skills, but their strategy as well.
Competing against all top 10 teams
including LSU, Texas A&M, Clemson,
Texas, Pittsburg, Univ. of South Carolina, GC Foster a team out of Jamaica
and St. Augustine, WKU was able to
finish fifth, beating Texas, Pittsburgh,
South Carolina and GC Foster.

SEE TRACK & FIELD PAGE B5

lineup behind me.”
Those big bats he refers to are wellknown Hilltoppers such as Miller and
Ryan Church. However, it has been
the quiet play of Clarkson that has
proven to be vital to the triumphs of
the team.
“That kid (Clarkson) has been a big
part of our success this season,” Myers said. “Up until this point Leiff has
done such a good job playing in front
of Miller and our other big bats. Now
with him putting up big stats, he creates a problem for opposing pitchers.”
This problem could not be made

SEE CLARKSON PAGE B5

Miranda
Kramer’s
record-setting weekend against Charlotte
is nothing new for the
senior transfer.
The former Indiana
Un i v e r s i t y- P u rd u e
University Fort Wayne
pitcher tabbed a ConJONAH
ference USA recordPHILLIPS setting 18 strikeouts
(previously 17, Aimee
Creger, Tulsa, 2014) in the series’ third
leg.
Even though the Lady Toppers
dropped the final contest of the series
in a 3-1 decision that took 11 innings
to culminate, WKU had taken care of
the business end of things in the first
two legs, clenching the series with
scores of 1-0 and 3-1 respectively.
Despite falling one strikeout short
of matching her career best in game
three, Kramer was able to match her
no-hitter in game two.
She nabbed her second no-hitter of
the season (and of her career) off of
a 10 strikeout performance from the
mound.
Impressively enough, the C-USA record 18 strikeouts isn’t even Kramer’s
top mark in a Lady Topper uniform.
The six-time C-USA Pitcher of the
Week tabbed a career-high 19 strikeouts in an even more impressive seven innings (opposed to the extended
11 this weekend) against Troy in February, and her tally of six conference
honors is a WKU record across all collegiate athletics (for weekly conference honors), and one shy of a tying
the C-USA record.
Her
19-strikeout
performance
against Troy accounted for her first
and the program’s eighth no-hitter, yet
Kramer ends this past weekend now
holding two to her name and gave
WKU its ninth.
Before this weekend’s series, Kramer
ranked first in strikeouts per seven innings (13.5), second in total shutouts
(10) and total strikeouts (287) and
third in ERA (.94).
Even with numbers that have earned
her six individual conference honors
already this season ,and a spot on the
list of 26 finalists for the USA Softball

SEE BEYOND THE ARC PAGE B5

Ventavius Sears leaps
toward the sand pit
during the triple jump
competition in the
Hilltopper Relays, April
11 at the Ruter Track
and Field Complex.
Sears took first with a
personal best jump of
51-6 1/2. NICK WAGNER/
HERALD

